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MORGANTOWN MONONGALIA 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION POLICY BOARD 

DECEMBER 4, 2014 MINUTES (DRAFT) 

 

Members Present: Chairman Anthony Giambrone-Star City, Mayor Jennifer Selin-City of Morgantown, 

Wes Nugent-Vice Chairman, Councilperson Marti Shamberger-City of Morgantown, Commissioner Tom 

Bloom-Monongalia County, Randy Hudak-WVU, Brian Carr-WV DOH., Mike Kelly-Board of Education, 

Joe Statler-Blacksville, Councilperson Janice Goodwin-Westover 

MPO Director: Bill Austin 

Members Absent: Dave Bruffy-Mountain Line, Commissioner Eldon Callen, Mayor Patricia Lewis-

Granville 

I. Call to Order 

With a quorum present, Chairman Giambrone called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Chairman 

Giambrone then congratulated Joe Statler on being elected as a member of the State House of Delegates 

and noted that Mr. Statler will be a voting member of the MPO Policy Board from at the next meeting.  

II. Public Comment 

None 

III. Approval of Minutes 

Chairman Giambrone introduced the approval of the Minutes for the August Meeting. Vice Chairman 

Nugent moved to accept the August Policy Board minutes as submitted; seconded by Councilperson 

Shamberger. With no discussion, the motion unanimously passed.  

IV. Committee Reports 

a. Citizens Advisory Committee Report 

Mr. Rice, Chair of the Citizen Advisory Committee, reported that the CAC recommended approval of 

three TIP Amendments requested by WVDOH. The Committee also recommended approval of the TIP 

Amendment requested by Mountain Line. The Mountain Line TIP Amendments, which had not been 

included in CAC meeting’s agenda package, were provided by Mr. Austin to the committee members 

during that meeting.  Mr. Rice went on to note that the CAC reviewed and accepted the MPO’s draft 2015 

meeting calendar. Mr. Rice then congratulated Mr. Statler for his election and encouraged Policy Board 

members to participate in the Monongalia Day event in January.  

b. Financial Report  

Due to the absence of the MPO’s treasure at this meeting, the financial report on October and November 

was postponed to the January meeting in 2015.  

V. Executive Directors Report  

Mr. Austin expressed his appreciation to Chairman Giambrone for serving as the Chairman of the MPO in 

2014. Mr. Austin then reported on the status of Greenbag Rd Corridor Study, noting that twenty-two 
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citizens participated in the open house event in October and MPO received 50 completed surveys in 

regard with the goals and objectives of the study.  Mr. Austin went on to note that a focus group meeting 

was held in early November, in which representatives from local truck companies expressed their 

concerns and suggested improvements for better accommodating truck traffic on Greenbag. Mayor Selin 

commented that the planning process was effective in gathering opinions from the general public and 

interest groups.    

 

Mr. Austin then noted that the MPO has released the RFQs for the University Complete Street Study and 

the I-79 Access Study. So far, the MPO has received six proposals for the University Complete Street 

Study and four proposals for the I-79 Access Study. The MPO is in the process of interviewing and 

selecting qualified consultants. Given current work schedule of these two studies, a special board meeting 

focusing on these two studies may be necessary in a February time frame. Mr. Austin then noted that he 

will attend the Monongalia Day in Charleston on January 15. 

 

VI. Transportation Improvement Program Amendments  

Mr. Austin noted that Mountain Line Transit had requested a TIP amendment to increase funding to 

replace buses, using a Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities Grant. This funding will enable Mountain Line 

Authority to purchase approximately 12 replacement buses. He went on to note that this amendment has 

been duly advertised prior to this meeting, in compliance with MPO’s public participation policies. Mr. 

Kelly moved to approve this amendment as submitted; seconded by Mayor Selin. With no discussion, the 

motion unanimously passed.  

 

Mr. Austin then introduced TIP Amendments requested by the Division of Highways. They are: 

Morgantown CBD Signal System Renovation, Grafton-Morgantown Road Resurfacing, and Deck 

Replacement at Whiteday Creek Road Bridge NB on I-79. Mr. Austin noted that TTAC and CAC have 

reviewed these amendments and respectfully recommended approval from the Board. Commissioner 

Bloom asked if existing signal plan will be optimized in the CBD Signal System Renovation project. Mr. 

Austin noted that the while the primary purpose is equipment replacement, signal timing will be improved 

as a part of this project. Mayor Selin moved to approve this amendment as submitted; seconded by 

Councilperson Shamberger. With no discussion, the motion unanimously passed.  

 

 VII. Amendment of Bylaws  

Mr. Austin introduced the MPO’s Bylaws Committee recommendation to add the following to the MPO’s 

Bylaws:   

 

“To further ensure that there is appropriate representation on the Policy Board, the Secretary will update 

the Policy Board on demographic changes within and adjacent to the urban area upon the release of each 

decennial census. The Policy Board will review this information to determine if the current composition 

of the Board adequately represents the community.” 

 

Commissioner Bloom commended this amendment as an effective approach to designate appropriate 

representation on the Policy Board based on the changing demography of the county. Commissioner 

Bloom then moved to approve this amendment of bylaws; seconded by Councilperson Shamberger. With 

no discussion, the motion unanimously passed.  

 

VIII Administrative Items 

a. Appointment of Officer Nominating Committee 
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Mr. Austin noted that the Board is to form an Officer Nominating Committee to select MPO officer for 

the year of 2015. Mr. Statler, Mr. Kelly, Mayor Selin, and Chairman Giambrone volunteered to serve on 

that committee.  

 

b. Draft 2015 Calendar 

Mr. Austin noted that the draft of MPO’s 2014 Meeting Calendar will be presented to the Board in the 

January meeting. The next Policy Board Meeting will be hold on January 22, 2015. The Board accepted 

the January meeting date.  

 

c. FY 2015-2016 UPWP 

Mr. Austin noted that the MPO is preparing its FY 2015-2016 UPWP and asked for recommendations of 

projects that the Board would like to be included in the program for the coming fiscal year. Mr. Austin 

then introduced major projects that the MPO anticipates undertaking in the coming year. They are: 

completion of the University Complete Street Study and the I-79 Access Study, and undertaking a 

Westover Pedestrian Study. The MPO will also update the Transportation Improvement Program.  

 

Mr. Austin went on to note that there is an opportunity to conduct a study on University Ave from 

Patteson Dr to Boyers Ave with cooperation between Morgantown and Star City. That study could be a 

second phase of the University Complete Street Study. Mr. Austin also noted that he will prepare a brief 

feasibility analysis on potential toll roads suggested by Commissioner Callen. It will be an informal 

document giving guidance to discussions on planning toll roads in the Morgantown area.   

 

d. Executive Director Review 

Mr. Austin noted that he will send out the form for the executive director’s review to the Board members 

and the 2014 Executive Director Review will be conducted in an executive session of the January meeting,  

 

IX Other Business 

Commissioner Bloom appraised the progress made in the I-79 new interchange project. He commented 

that it is a positive step in promoting regional economic growth and appreciated WVDOH for their 

assistance in this project.  

 

XI. Meeting Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 7:28 PM.  


