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GREATER MORGANTOWN MPO 
City Council Chambers    Minutes     May 18, 2012 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Anthony Giambrone, Charles Bryer, Don Spencer, Joe 
Fisher, Joe Statler, Asel Kennedy, David Bruffy, Perry Keller 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Eldon Callen, Bill Byrne, Janice Goodwin, Patty Lewis 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER: Joe Fisher called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 
III. APPROVAL of MINUTES: Mr. Bryer moved to approve the minutes of March 

meeting as presented; seconded by Mr. Bruffy. With no discussion, the motion 
unanimously passed. 
 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT: With no questions on the report as presented, Mr. 
Bruffy moved the report be accepted; seconded by Mr. Giambrone. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
 

1.  Auditor’s Report. Mr. Statler advised the 2010 audit findings showed no 
irregularities and everything is in order.  Mr. Giambrone moved to accept the 
auditor’s findings as submitted; seconded by Mr. Spencer. The motion unanimously 

carried. 
 

V.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT. Mr. Austin first updated non-agenda 
items.  
 

1. Attended a meeting in Ohio for West Virginia and Ohio’s MPO’s. Discussed 
modeling efforts; updated on federal funding issues; 

 
2. Working with the Division of Highways on a policy for the amendment 
transportation improvement programs. A draft policy has been forwarded to other 

MPO’s for their comment. The hope is to have fewer TIP amendments and to 
standardize the process; working with DOH so administrative approval may be 

given for smaller issues, i.e., fixing potholes, bridge replacement, instead of those 
issues being brought to Policy Boards. Mr. Keller stated this will reduce TIP 
amendments but will not reduce projects or cut funding, but simply act as a 

placeholder. If at the end of the fiscal year additional projects are needed, special 
meetings would not be necessary. Mr. Austin stated all information will first be 

presented to the Policy Boards prior to asking them to adopt any Policy on TIP’s; 
 
3. Working with WVU on Grumbien Island. Public meetings have been delayed by 

WVU as they are requesting more involvement with students. They also have asked 
for further clarification on the project; 
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4. Mr. Austin and Danielle Williams, MPO Assistant, attended a “STARS Meeting” 
that dealt with environment streamlining. Working to have planning projects 

dovetail with the environmental process; 
 

5.  Attended a conference for the American Planner’s Association; 
 
6.  Attended a Power 32 Meeting with Don Spencer for regional planning. Mr. Austin 

and Mr. Bruffy will be attending a meeting on the same type of thing; 
 

7.  Received a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request from an attorney who 
represents the University Ave/Beechurst project. Mr. Kennedy asked that a policy 
for charges regarding any FOIA requests should be developed. Mr. Austin stated 

there is no formal policy; the first day’s work is done at no charge. Any time 
required over one day is billed at staff time and the cost of copies. Mr. Statler 

stated he does not think staff time may be charged. Mr. Keller advised the MPO 
may do whatever the City, County or State does for their requests. Mr. Austin will 
research this issue; 

 
VI.  WVU TIP AMENDMENTS: WVU requests that the PRT’s projects be included 

over the life of the TIP so there would need to be fewer TIP amendments to 
accommodate PRT maintenance. In addition, there is a list of totally WVU funded 

projects to be included in the TIP as an informational item.  Mr. Kennedy stated he 
has no problem with the projects that are WVU funded, but he believed anything 
else could not be included until funding was in place. Mr. Austin advised that these 

projects are funded in the same manner as Mountain Line. Mr. Keller stated that 
unfunded Projects can always be taken out; it permits WVU to spend that money 

and it may be shifted without board approval if necessary. Mr. Fisher stated that 
currently transportation funding is being funded through a continuing resolution for 
next year and all funding is relatively uncertain until Congress authorizes a new 

transportation program. Mr. Keller moved the recommended amendments be 
approved; Mr. Statler seconded it. The motion unanimously passed. 

 
VII. DRAFT UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM.  
 

- Looking to create/expand the GIS database with travel times; database for traffic 
counts; includes classification locations and volume counts at 47 locations. Mr. 

Williams is creating a database of traffic counts.  
 
- Determining administrative time for the LRTP update; does not include funding for 

the consulting team. Hope to have RFP completed for June 16 policy board meeting. 
 

- 3% cost of living included for MPO staff. Assistant will have salary increase after 
the September probationary period.  
 

Hope to adopt the UPWP at the June 16 meeting. Comments with changes or 
concerns may be forwarded to the MPO office. 

 
Mr. Statler requested that the Board be provided with the review instrument for Mr. 
Austin’s Assistant in evaluating whether or not she will receive a raise upon 
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completion of her probationary period. Mr. Austin will prepare the information and 
forward to the Board. Mr. Keller asked the full version of the UPWP will be available 

for public comment prior to adoption by the Board. Mr. Austin stated that it will be 
on the web when it is considered by the TTAC and that it will also be posted as part 

of the Policy Board’s Agenda prior to the June 16, meeting.  
 
VIII. LRTP UPDATE:  

 
Mr. Austin had received twelve responses to the RFQ issued for consultants to 

update comprehensive plan for Morgantown and Star City and to perform the MPO’s 
LRTP Update. David Bruffy, Chris Fletcher, Rich Wood, Terry Hough, Allen Sharp 
and Mr. Austin and Arlie Forman reviewed the responses. The top three rated were 

Parsons Brinkerhoff, URS and Burgess and Niple. Inverviews are scheduled for May 
31 beginning at 2 PM at Mountain Lines offices. Any member wishing to attend may 

do so. 
 
Mr. Austin asked the policy board that he and the Selection Committee be 

authorized to negotiate a contract with the firm selected and he hopes to bring the 
recommendation to the June 16 meeting.  

 
Mr. Austin will prepare a fee proposal. Mr. Keller suggested the consultant chosen 

be asked to price the proposal. Mr. Austin should also get the proposal priced by a 
local consultant for comparison purposes. Mr. Austin will check with other MPO’s to 
determine other local consultants that may be used for this purpose. He stated URS 

did a good job with preparing the urban areas travel demand model and the 
conversion from QRS II to Transcad but it would have to be updated with new data 

and validated. The LRTP would need more public involvement to determine the 
community’s vision for the future of the transportation network. Mr. Kennedy stated 
we need to spend more time looking at future potential development than with 

public perceptions.  
 

Mr. Statler moved to allow Mr. Austin and the committee to negotiate the contract; 
seconded by Mr. Kennedy. 
 

Mr. Spencer asked where we stood on financing at the State level. Mr. Keller stated 
no taxes are being raised and the Federal Government doesn’t want to raise the 

gas tax. The legislature approved a $40 million  tax increase, but it was vetoed. Mr. 
Keller also stated if the gas tax was raised just 5 cents, a significant difference 
would be made but no one wants to do that. Mr. Fisher added if the Federal 

government passed the continuing resolution we would be in good shape.  
 

Mr. Austin suggested looking at funding scenarios could be made part of the 
planning process. The State typically provides estimates of funding for the LRTP 
update process.  

 
After a call for the question, the motion unanimously passed. 
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IV. TDM and VANPOOLING. Danielle Williams reported marketing is being 
expanded by use of social networks.  

 
1. VPSI. The vanpool firm is developing a database for van pools. Ms. Williams 

attended and employee fair at the Mountainlair with at least 2,000 attendees to 
promote vanpooling. She also attended a fair at Monongalia General which had 16 
sign ups and two follow-ups for the vanpooling program.  

 
2. CMAQ Grant. The request has been processed by WVDOT. DOT signed off on it 

and it has been forwarded to the FHA. It will take three weeks to get to 
headquarters to shift the funds to the FTA. Mr. Keller confirmed that the MPO 
through Mountain Line may draw on the grant if the FTA gave pre award authority. 

CMAQ funds of $10 million year, $3.9 million is spent in non attainment areas. Mr. 
Austin stated with the new ozone standards of the Division of Air Quality, there is a 

good chance we will become non-attainment for ozone. 
 
3. BOPARC Program. Ms. Williams is working with BOPARC and the Junior 

Employee Program. Program now has 10 students between 14 and 16 years of age 
to develop a transportation fair to inform the public about alternative modes of 

transportation. (working also with Bicycle Board, Pedestrian Safety Board and 
Positive Spin). Students will cross educate by going to Senior Centers. 

 
4. GIS. Working to expand GIS. Ms. Williams is working with Mike Paugh for a 
more integrated GIS System. 

 
5. Traffic Counts. Working with City for traffic counts of where vanpools are 

coming from before and after their pickups.  
 
Mr. Fisher asked if any Board members wished to speak to any issues. Mr. Bryer 

advised he will be off the MPO in July. There is a serious issue with truck traffic 
through downtown. Asked why Greenbag Road cannot be used by these trucks to 

stop traffic through downtown; it is causing health, safety and environmental 
issues. Mr. Spencer stated the Chamber of Commerce is against truck traffic in the 
downtown area. The issue will be discussed at the next City Council committee of 

the whole meeting. This needs to be addressed by the MPO. 
 

Mr. Spencer also asked about the three designs for Chestnut, VanVoorhis and 
Burroughs. Mr. Austin stated no additional feedback has been received from the 
consulting firm’s analysis.  

 
X. NEXT MEETING. June 16, 2011. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 


