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MORGANTOWN MONONGALIA 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION POLICY BOARD 

JULY 27, 2017 MINUTES (SPECIAL MEETING) 

 

Members Present:  

Chairman Ron Justice-WVU, Vice-Chairman Mike Kelly-Board of Education, Commissioner Sean 

Sikora-Monongalia County, Councilperson Ryan Wallace -City of Morgantown, Dominick Claudio-Star 

City, Councilperson Jennifer Selin-City of Morgantown, Bill Kawecki-Mayor of Morgantown, 

Commissioner Tom Bloom-Monongalia County, Brian Carr-WV DOH, Councilperson Janice Goodwin-

City of Westover 

 

Members Absent:  

Delegate Joe Statler-Blacksville, Dave Bruffy-Mountain Line, Commissioner Edward Hawkins-

Monongalia County, Treasurer Mayor Patricia Lewis-Granville, 

 

MPO Director: Bill Austin   

 

1. Call to Order 

With a quorum present, Chairman Justice called the Policy Board meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

 

Chairman Justice welcomed new board members from Star City and the City of Morgantown. Chairman 

Justice then expressed his appreciation to Senator Bob Beach for attending this meeting.   

 

2. Public Comment 

No public comment  

 

3. Approval of Minutes   

Chairman Justice noted that the minutes of the June meeting were included in the agenda packet. 

Commissioner Sikora pointed out an error in the finance section of the minutes. The balance at the end of 

May has a discrepancy of two cents, according to the financial report presented at this meeting. 

Commissioner Bloom moved to approve the minutes as corrected, seconded by Mr. Kelly. With no 

discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.   
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4. Reports  

a. Finance Report 

Mr. Austin noted that Mayor Lewis was not able to attend the meeting. Mr. Austin then presented a letter 

prepared by Mayor Lewis. It showed the Finance Report for May as the following: 

-- Beginning balance in June $15,835.60 with expenditures of $17,240.79 and a deposit of $19,211.18, 

leaving a balance of $17,805.99 at the beginning of June.  

Councilperson Selin moved to accept the May Finance Report; seconded by Commissioner Sikora. With 

no discussion, the motion unanimously passed.  

 

b. Executive Director  

i. Beechurst Avenue Study Status Report  

Mr. Austin noted that the MPO has completed data collection for the Beechurst Ave Corridor Study and 

has created a validated traffic model for the existing traffic operation in the corridor, including morning 

and afternoon peak hours. MPO staff will work with the steering committee to develop alternatives, 

which will be evaluated using the traffic model. Both existing traffic volumes and future year volumes 

will be used. Mr. Austin noted that the next steering committee will be held on August 8th, immediately 

after the regular TTAC meeting.  

 

ii. Update on transportation and the arts grant application   

Mr. Austin noted that the MPO applied for a transportation and art grant from Transportation for 

America. Unfortunately, the MPO was not awarded the grant. Mr. Austin then noted that the MPO is 

using the template developed in the grant application to partner with public health professionals to reach 

out to the transportation dependent population in the area. MPO staff will continue work with those 

entities on future projects and studies to improve transportation equity in the area.  

 

iii. Update on the need for TIP amendment process change 

Mr. Austin noted that the the WV DOH is developing a mechanism to streamline the TIP amendment 

process for non-controversial projects. The DOH proposes to create several classes of groupable projects, 

which would include projects, such as bridge inspections and road resurfacing. This process will allow the 

DOH to program the groupable projects quickly. Under this process, the DOH will inform the MPO about 

the groupable projects programmed in the MPO’s TIP in the same way TIP projects are currently 

administratively adjusted.   

Mr. Austin noted that although the MPO Association has agreed on the process in general, there are two 

issues. These is a disagreement on the appropriateness of including the Transportation Alternative 

Program and paving projects under the groupable project arrangement. Another issue is how the MPO’s 

project priorities specified in the long range transportation plan are reflected under the proposed TIP 

amendment process.  



3 
 

Mr. Carr noted that the groupable project arrangement will help to shorten the delivery process of non-

controversial projects, especially in some areas where MPO meets less frequently than the MMMPO. 

Projects with significant regional impact will not be included in the groupable project categories. Mr. Carr 

then noted that Perry Keller of DOH will attend the Policy Board meeting in August to discuss this issue 

further.  

Mayor Kawecki asked what mechanism the DOH will use to prioritize the groupable projects and to what 

extent the local priority will be considered. Mr. Carr noted that he is not able to answer the question at 

this time, but the DOH is attempting to make the process effective in addressing local priorities.  

 

iv. Update on Status of Performance Measures and MPO processes  

Mr. Austin noted that the FAST Act mandates performance measures for transportation planning. The 

performance measures will require the MPO to to evaluate the impact of the projects in MPO’s TIP and 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan in the next long range transportation plan update. The WV DOH has 

been working with the FHWA and the MPOs to develop a state-wide performance measures. This item 

will come back to the Policy Board in the future.  

 

5. TIP Amendments  

Mr. Austin noted that the WV Division of Highways requested that the MPO amend the TIP to include 

project for the reconstruction of a portion of I-79, starting from Blue Horizon Drive to the Pennsylvania 

State Line. Although the project involves no federal fund at the time, the DOH requested an approval 

from MPO’s Policy Board, which will allow the DOH to seek reimbursement from Federal Funds at later 

time.  

Mr. Austin noted that the DOH requested the Policy Board to authorize the Policy Board Chairman to 

approve this TIP Amendment upon completion of the required 15 working day comment period on 

August 1St , pending no public comment requiring consideration by the Policy Board. Commissioner 

Bloom moved to the requested motion, seconded by Mr. Kelly. With no discussion, the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

6. Auditor Selection  

Mr. Austin noted that the auditor selection committee has reviewed the two proposals submitted for 

consideration from auditing firms and recommended that Balestra, Harr and Scherer, CPA’s be awarded 

the contract. The selection committee consisted of Mayor Lewis, Commissioner Sikora, Mayor 

Shamberger and the MPO Executive Director. Commissioner Sikora moved to confirm the 

recommendation from the the auditor selection committee and authorize the Executive Director to enter 

enter into a contract with the selected firm; seconded by Mr. Kelly. With no discussion, the motion 

unanimously passed.  

 

7. Other Business  

Chairman Justice noted that the DOH District Office for Mon county area has been focusing on 

improving the collaboration between the DOH and local entities on roadway maintenance projects, and 
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that the county commission has set aside dedicated funds from the County General Fund to improve the 

road conditions in the county. 

Chairman Justice also noted that the Easton Hill will be closed in the next two weeks for construction. 

The utility work for the Mon Blvd 2WLTL project has completed and the construction of the project will 

be in next summer.   

Chairman Justice then noted that the DOH has identified the preferred alternative for the improvement of 

the intersection at University Ave and Collins Ferry Rd, and the project is moving forward. 

Councilperson Selin expressed her support to the intersection improvement project at University Ave and 

Collins Ferry Rd. She noted that the selected alternative will provide better accommodations for traffic to 

and from the Suncrest Middle School. Mr. Kelly agreed and noted the project will lower the cut through 

traffic at the parking lot of the bank near the intersection. Mr. Claudio noted that he is looking forward to 

the improvements for the community.  

 

8. Meeting Adjournment  

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


